
Rothbury Traditional Music Festival 2013 

Minutes of meeting held 9th October 2013, 7pm, Queens Head Hotel 

 

Present: Barry Chalk (BC - Chair), Thomson Bathgate (TB), Jean Tocker ( JT), Krista Tocker (KT),  Jules 

Dowson (JD), Carole Murray (CM), Mary Bathgate (MB), Lynn Tocker (LT). 

1. Apologies: Caroline Dawson (CD) 

2. Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising 

The minutes of the AGM were agreed as a true record. 

Matters arising: 

Donation from the Turks head was still outstanding.  LT to chase up. 

TB had confirmed with Rothbury first School that 3 years payments for use of dining hall 

were outstanding, therefore an invoice had been paid for years 2011, 2012 and 2013 at £50 

per year. 

BC has discussed possibility with Robin Murray of including RTMF Aims and Objectives on 

website.  BC confirmed that a members area is now up and running and will notify 

committee members of how to access this area.  BC to give JD Robin’s contact details to 

forward minutes of meetings etc.  JD requested that draft minutes be checked and agreed 

with the committee before going ‘live’ on the website. 

BC attended the ceilidh band meeting with LT.  BC tabled notes on the outcome of the 

meeting and a letter to parents/students covering a trial period.  RTMF’s contribution to the 

ceilidh band at present remains the same as previous.  BC confirmed that RTMF would 

actively publicise the ceilidh band. 

TB added that Gilian Birnie had contacted him to offer tutoring for the ceilidh band.  TB to 

ask Gillian Birnie to ring BC to clarify the offer.  LT suggested someone contact Sue Joiner to 

clarify what funding streams were available and to determine whether this was a project for 

which RTMF might receive funding. 

 

3. Funding update 

CM informed the committee that Simonside Country Fair had kindly agreed to donate £300 

to RTMF for the children’s ceilidh band.  A presentation is scheduled to take place on 17th 

November at 4pm.  TB volunteered to attend the presentation and receive the cheque on 

behalf of RTMF. 



BC will write a letter to Northumberland Gazette and Over the Bridges thanking Simonside 

Country Fair for the kind donation and highlighting the fact that RTMF is in constant need of 

funding to ensure its’ survival. 

BC highlighted the fact that we need specific projects in order to apply for funding and could 

not just apply “as a festival”. 

LT suggested applying for funding for the ‘cluster ceilidh’ band and ‘Music For All’ sessions 

which could extend the principal of taking some music sessions to our older residents during 

the Festival weekend who otherwise might not be able to attend any part of the Festival. 

BC suggested a small group get together to discuss funding proposals. 

JT suggested looking for funding to buy instruments to hire out to children. 

TB informed the committee that Coquetdale Masonic Lodge have donated £50 to RTMF.  

CG handed TB a cheque for £200 from the Ice Cream van on the 2013 Festival weekend. 

BC to contact Stephen Bridgett about the possibility of obtaining Northern Area Grants Panel 

funding as LT had not received a response to her request after seeing an announcement on 

Facebook  (13th September) of circa £40,000 available still to allocate to community groups 

and organisations.   

 

4. Festival 2014 – jobs etc. 

CD had emailed to confirm continuation of current dutes. 

JT confirmed venue booking. 

KT happy to organise competitions. 

LT requested a review of the competition rules. 

CM pointed out that more efforts were needed to encourage volunteers.  LT to post notice 

on Facebook.  BC suggested advertising via the website. 

LT will work on advertising. 

JT and CG agreed that flyers would be helpful by April. 

5. A.O.B. 

CM wished to raise a discussion about how RTMF conducts its’ business.  CM gave the 

example of Simonside Country Fair Committee who hold 4 full meetings per year and then 

have separate groups covering different elements of the event. 

The committee discussed whether another meeting was necessary before Christmas.  

Consensus was reached that no further meetings were required in 2013 however committee 



members should refer to the jobs list for any immediate tasks to be completed, for example, 

LT to book bands and JT to book venues. 

CG suggested compiling a “How To” list of jobs carried out for the Festival so that future 

committee members would be able to continue key activities.   

LT and BC to attend Robson Green – Tales from Northumberland Premiere at Alnwick 

Playhouse on 21st October. 

6. Next meeting 

Confirmed as Wednesday 22nd January 2014, 7pm Queens Head Hotel. 

 

 

 

 


